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WEEKLY APPLICATION

TAKEAWAY: Jesus calls us to a countercultural love that
extends even to our enemies.

HEAD CHANGE: The early church considered "love your
enemies" (Luke 6:27-36) as their most important teaching.

HEART CHANGE: Forgiveness is essential to living out this
countercultural love, though it can be challenging.

LIFE CHANGE: We need both "thick skin" and a "soft heart" to
love like Jesus.

OVERVIEW

In this powerful message, we're challenged to embrace a
countercultural love in a world dominated by hate. The key
scripture, Luke 6:27-36, calls us to love our enemies and do good
to those who hate us. This radical love was the hallmark of early
Christianity, setting it apart from other religions. We're reminded
that Jesus redefined love as 'agape' - an other-centered,
sacrificial care for one another. The message draws an
interesting parallel between our modern 'two minutes of hate'
fueled by media and social polarization, and the propaganda
described in George Orwell's '1984". As followers of Christ, we're
called to break this cycle of hate and embrace forgiveness, even
when it's difficult. This teaching is deeply relevant to our daily
lives, urging us to examine our hearts, confront our own
struggles with hate, and strive to embody Christ's love in all our
interactions.

" To the weak | became weak, that | might win the weak. | have
become all things to all people, that by all means | might save
some.”

1 Corinthians 9:22
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1. In what ways can we cultivate 'thick
skin and a soft heart' as Jesus
demonstrated, particularly when
facing adversity or confrontation?

2. How might our understanding and
practice of forgiveness change if we
viewed it as a journey rather than a
one-time event?

3. What are some practical ways we can
embody Jesus' command to 'love your
enemies' in our current polarized
social and political climate?

4. How can we balance being culturally
relevant while maintaining the
countercultural essence of Jesus'
teachings?

CLOSE IN PRAYER

Lord, help us to love in ways that are truly
countercultural. Give us the courage to
forgive, the wisdom to understand others,
and the strength to love even our
enemies. May our lives reflect Your
kingdom values in a world desperate for
Your love. Amen.

IN THIS TOGETHER!




